
from seven Universities across the region in a day which showcased the excellent science taking place at 
these institutions. The meeting was generously s upported by the RSC Organic Community  and sponsored by  
eight exhibitors (Apollo Scientific, Asynt, Dixon Science, Fluorochem, IKA, Radleys, Scientific Laboratory 
Supplies and Teledyne ISCO), who displayed a range of engaging stands. The early career researcher’s poster 
competition attracted 23 entries and was won by a joint entry from Islam Araar and Yuran Wang from the 
University of York. The runner -up prize was awarded to Charles Mikan of Northumbria University. J udging 
for the poster sessions was excellently coordinated by  expert poster judges from York, Durham and 
Northumbria. The overall quality of the posters was exceptionally high, and congratulations go to all the 
students and PDRAs who presented their excellent work.  

The speaker programme kicked off with an exci ting opening talk by Dr Matt Unthank on new developments 
in polymer chemistry. Talks by Dr Matthew Kitching  ( ammonium cations)  and Prof Mike Waring ( DNA -
encoded libraries )  completed a fantastic and varied first session. Session two was similarly varied in content, 
with three more fantastic talks from Dr Lianne Willems (synthesis of phosphosugars), Dr Karl Hemming 
( synthesis of small rings) and Dr Sanjit Nayak ( metal-organic frameworks). The final session was opened by the fascinating research that led to this well-deserved award. The 

sessions were chaired by Dr Jon Knowles , Dr Frank Lewis  and Dr Valery Kozhevnikov  (all Northumbria). 
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